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Inspired by Orner's own experience in Namibia as a volunteer teacher from the West, THE
SECOND COMING OF MAVALA SHIKONGO (Back Bay Books; May 16, 2007; $13.99) follows

Larry Kaplanski, a displaced Cincinnatian who’s come to Africa to teach English. The long days,



dry heat, and cold nights in the veld create a surprisingly fertile environment for the imaginations
of its inhabitants. The monotony is broken only by the sharing of stories—that is, until Mavala

Shikongo returns.

Mavala Shikongo is a combat veteran from Namibia’s war for independence from South Africa.
She’s returned to the school with a son and no husband. She is young, modern, mysterious, and

the only single woman at the school. All of the men immediately fall in love with her.

In sparse, gorgeous prose, Peter Orner brings to life this lesser-known corner of the world

through the tales of its people, and celebrates the power and importance of a good story.

About the author

Peter Orner’s short story collection, Esther Stories, received the Rome Prize from the American
Academy of Arts and Letters and the Goldberg Prize from the National Foundation for Jewish
Culture. It was also a New York Times Notable Book, a Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award
finalist, and a Book Sense Pick. THE SECOND COMING OF MAVALA SHIKONGO, his first
novel, received the Bard Fiction Prize for 2007 and was a finalist for both the Mercantile Library’s
John Sargent Sr. First Novel Prize and the Los Angeles Times Prize for fiction. Orner received

2006 Guggenheim and Lannan Foundation fellowships.
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