- IN-PERSON & VIRTUAL EVENTS - APRIL 24-26, 2026 - 4
. NEWBURYPORT LITERARY FESTIVAL

FRIDAY, APRIL 24

Opening Night Ceremony

Firehouse Center for the Arts | 6:00 PM
Literary Legacies with Michael Updike

Artist and designer Michael Updike is well known throughout the North
Shore for his art and sculpture. He is also the son of literary legend John
Updike, whose letters were recently published in the Selected Letters
of John Updike. In conversation with New York Times Book Review critic
Alexandra Jacobs, a life-long Updike fan.

Welcome Event
Mission Oak Grill’s Steeple Hall | 7:15 PM

Join us at our casual welcome event with the authors, poets,
and moderators! Tickets available online.

SATURDAY, APRIL 25

From Breakfast with the Poets at the Congregational Church to The Old
South Church, from City Hall to Jabberwocky and the UU Church in be-
tween, readings, conversations, and panels will be happening...

All day. All over town. And it's all free!

Firehouse Center for the Arts | 7:00 PM

We'll celebrate Women’s Voices of
Rebellion & Revolution

All kinds of surprises, readings,
rememberings. You don’t want to miss it!
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A. Central Congregational Church E. Firehouse Center for the Arts

14 Titcomb Street

1 Market Square

B. Mission Oak Grill F. Jabberwocky Bookshop
26 Green Street The Tannery, 50 Water Street
C. Newburyport City Hall G. Old South Church & Social Hall
60 Pleasant Street 29 Federal Street
D. 1st Religious Soc. UU Church

26 Pleasant Street

SATURDAY, APRIL 25

Saturday 3:00 PM
Meet at Brown Square across from City Hall

Downtown Walking Tour: Overlooked
Stories, Forgotten No More: A Newburyport
Black History Initiative

The circular walking tour will cover about
half a mile and last approx. 1.5 hours.

Presenter: Geordie Vining

SUNDAY, APRIL 26

Sunday 9:00 AM
Meet at the Essex Street Inn

Downtown Walking Tour:
The Road to Revolution

The route will trace downtown Newburyport's
historic streets and will last around an hour.

Presenter: Ghlee E. Woodworth

Donate Here




SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2026 KEY: ™ Fiction ™ Nonfiction ™ Poetry ™ Sunday

Central Congregational 1st Religious Old South Church
Church Social Hall The Firehouse Center Soc. UU Church Jabberwocky Bookshop Old South Church Social Hall City Hall Auditorium
8:30 AM 8:30-9:45 AM
8:45
9:00 AM Breakfast With the Poets 9:00-10:30 AM 9:00-10:30 AM 9:00-10:30 AM
915 Presenters: Jean L. Kreiling
: I e N R Start the Festival with
9:30 Moderator: Owen X. Grey Road-Tripping: MMlicit Liaisons and . a Thrill—or Three!
A Literary Journey Polltical Ambitions in Delhl: Presenters: Jamie Day
9:45 i . f
Presenter: Annie Hartnett The Complex by Karan Maha_,an Sarah Stewart Taylor,
10:00 AM 10:00-11:00 AM Moderator: Nancy Crochiere 10:00-11:30 AM Islrejemtef: T\la."afli 'Vllaahakllan and Tracy Sierra 10:00-11:30 AM 10:00-11:00 AM
oderator: Nicole beckiley o i
10:15 Inducements to Deep Breathing Moderator: Connie Hambley Rushing for Gold: The Safford
10:30 Presenters: Diannely Antigua 10:30 AM~12:00 PM Repeat Engagement: 10:30 AM~12:00 PM 10:30 AM—12:00 PM Voices of America: EITCTT (TG AN (8120 EE

and Jan Schreiber Hosts: Priscilla Turner
10:45 Spada and Deborah Warren

Stories of Immigration in the Klondike Gold Rush

Catherine Newman on Wreck
Presenters: Gabrielle Oliveira Presenter: Ghlee E. Woodworth

The War Within a War: Presenter: Catherine Newman Historical Fiction:

: 2 i Women Who Shaped . and Peter Orner ; Ty
11:00 am The Black Struggle in Moderator: Holly Robinson Our World, from Dressiﬁg Rooms Love, Liars, and Ong fast Symmer Moderator: Martha Mercer Ribeiro L0020 P
11:15 11:15 AM-12:15 PM Vietnam and at Home ’ Presenters: Emily Franklin, Through a Howling Wilderness:
Presenter: Wil Havaood to Newsrooms Brooke Lea Foster, Benedict Arnold’s March to
11:30 o Moderator: Peter Gﬁ?alnick 11:30 AM—1:00 Pm Presenters: Julie Satow and Julia Cooke and Juliet Faithfull 11:30 AM—1:00 PM Quebec, 1775
1145 Writing the Book of Love : Moderator: Elizabeth de Veer uebec, -
: Presenters: Jenna Lé and A.M. Juster Novel Gazing: . . . Presenter: Tom Desjardin
12:00 PM Hosts: Zara Raab and Alfred Nicol WO e Coming of Age with Gish Jen
Writing on the Literary World and August Thompson
12:15 Presenters: Jenna Blum Presenters: Gish Jen and August
12:30 and Matthew Pearl Thompson
’ Moderator: Sara Nelson Moderator: Liberty Hardy
12:45
1:00 PM 1:00-2:30 PM 1:00-2:30 PM 1:00-2:00 PM
1:15 “I Had a Great Love for Vessels,
Wharves and Water . . .”
1:30 1:30-3:00
Th? Shape of Wonder = D * The Joppa Boyhood of Andrew Lunt
145 1-45-2:45 paa with Alan Lightman GE\’E S Bethary Groff D
] Presenter: Alan Lightman . CA“ resenter: bethany Groit Dorau
2:00 PM The Diaspora Journey Moderator: Susan Reslewic Keatley New Work with Andre Dubus Il 2:00-3:30 PM
15 and Landscapes of Home and Marianne Leone
’ Presenters: Oliver de la Paz and Rachel Presenters: Marianne Leone
2:30 Hadas Hosts: Priscilla Turner Spada 2:30-4:00 PM and Andre Dubus IlI . . 2:30-4:00 PM 2:30-4:00 PM
and Meredith Bergmann P Ancient Practices, New Pathways
2:45 Presenter: Jessica Keener
3:00 PM 3:00-4:00 PM Boston Sports Editors Take the Mic 3:00-4:30 PM Moderator: Jenna Blum You Could Use a Laugh: Any Last Words? 3:00-4:00 PM
. : : : A Humor Panel Michael Updik
315 Essential Voices in Fragile Moments Presenters: Bob Ryan, Dale Arnold, Presenters: M.T. Anderson e Updike on
Presenters: NHS Poetry Soup students, Upton Bell, and Chris Ciulla Kristin Bair, and Liza Tully. Authors’ Gravestones \_ED o
3:30 The Diminished Prophets, and Rhina P. Moderator: Ron Borges What If? The Romance of 3:30-5:00 PM Moderator- Gina Barreca Presenter: Michael Updike A“GE
3:45 Espaillat Hosts: Debbie Szabo, Paulette What Could Have Been : +6
’ Demers Turco, and NHS Poetry Soup Presenters: Lori Gold
4:00 PM 4:00-5:00 PM and Christine Pride Tales from
M :B i ist’
415 Launch Party for oderator: Betty Cayouette The Gopss:p Ctolugu::stos Daughter
Tales of Title Town: FESENICL: FELCH SIEr S, .
: : aturday 7:00 PM
4:30 How Boston Became Moderator: Steve Yarbrough . y
4:45 America’s Sports Capital Firehouse Center for the Arts
5:00 PM Closing Ceremony: Women'’s Voices of Rebellion and Revolution
5:15 Join us for an evening of readings of women'’s writing from the Revolutionary War era.
5:30 Presenters: Nicole Beckley, Peter Berkrot, Sierra Gitlin, and Sara Sheckells
545 Check NewburyportLiteraryFestival.org for the latest news
Y and updates or simply scan the QR codes.
. . . . . . . . . Scan for
g Scalsl fﬁrd | The Newburyport Literary Festival is grateful to all the volunteers . dScan SfOL il SUNDAY, APRIL 26: starting at 9:00 a.m. ET, write with us during a workshop with short story writer  sunday’s Schedule
riday’s Schedule aturday’'s Schedule

Sara Reish Desmond (What We Might Become). Other events include a conversation with tennis writer
Christopher Clarey (The Warrior: Rafael Nadal and His Kingdom of Clay); a presentation on the environmental

who gave their time, talent, and energy to make the festival a success.

mystery brothers Trevor and Kyle Ritland, authors of The Golden Toad; and a talk on Plastic Inc., Beth
Gardiner's extraordinary exposé of the plastic industry. We'll finish our day with a special live-recorded
edition of the podcast Four Books a Fortnight with the co-owners of The Book Shop of Beverly Farms.

We are also grateful to all of those who contributed much needed
dollars to our effort. Your support makes the festival possible. Thank you!
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Steering Committee

Kate Bolick Hannah Harlow Meg Mitchell Moore
Paula Breger Leslie Hendrickson Zara Raab

Bethany Groff Dorau Sarah Imrie Priscilla Turner Spada
Stacey Furtado Nana Kennedy Paulette Turco

Jill Gross Laura Szaro Kopinski Ghlee Woodworth

The Board of the Newburyport Literary Association

- Jill Gross and Paula Breger, Festival Directors -
+ Kevin Bourque * Nana Kennedy * Meg Mitchell Moore - Elizabeth Welch

Supporters & Friends of the Newburyport Literary Festival®

Anonymous Eilleen Lucey Kim Walls Nancy Hocking-McDonough
Abigail Kilcommins Elaine Carroll Kimberly Desrosiers Pamela Becker
Adrienne May Elizabeth Backler Kimberly Scott Pamela Burch

Alexandra Carpenter
Alexandra Thompson
Alida Rosado Rodriguez
Alyson Carr
Amanda Druhan
Amanda Piraino
Amy Petroskey
Amy Rodriguez
Amy Spiliotis

Ann Caron

Ann Marie Verde
Anne Mulvey

Anne Tran

Anne White

Annie Ferreira
Annjeannette Bekel
Arleen Damon
Amy Neville

Avery Tierney
Ayesha Berlind
Barbara Feldman
Barry Milanese
Beth Clary

Bonnie Sontag
Bruce Parks

Caitlin Freeman
Cambria Brockman
Candice Mcveigh
Carmen Sasso
Carol Smolenski
Carolyn Russell
Charles Schenk
Charlie Flowers
Cheryl Marihugh
Christina Bryant
Christina Reynolds
Christine Gomez-Liss
Christy Morley
Colleen Lewis
Courtney Neville
Cynthia Palladino
Cynthia Raschke
Cynthia Smith

D. O'Callahan

Dale Kindregan
David Brittan

David Hochheiser
David Ives

David Selden
Deborah & Thomas Szabo
Denise Audette
Diana Kerry

Diane Andersen
Diane Chorebanian
Donna Ricci

Donna Wilson Irwin
Eileen Bockoff

Elizabeth Beach
Elizabeth Cannizzo
Elizabeth Goodell
Elizabeth Riley
Elizabeth Welch
Ella Buckley

Ellen Kenny

Emily Gattie

Emily Sheehan
Emma Foster
George Araneo
Gerrie Maffris
Gina Digiovanni
Hannah Harlow
Heather Amaral
Heather Schwab
Jack Baginski
Jacqueline Lane
Jacqueline Levasseur
Jana Schulson
Jane Darrah

Jay Dunigan
Jayne Beaton
Jean Lambert

Jeff Volk

Jennifer Attenborough
Jennifer Fowler
Jennifer Smith
Jennifer Sullivan
Jennifer Tierney
Jessica Fleming
Jill & Joe Gross
Jillian Shaheen
Joan Fredericks
Joanne Rowley
Johanne Day

John Burciaga
Judy Mouradian
Julia Means

Julie Arangio

Julie Gerstenblatt
Karen Boxell

Karen Conte

Karen J. Watkins
Karen Mascott
Karen Webb

Karin Ward

Kate Doyon
Katherine Petroskey
Katherine Weinstock
Kathleen E. Camasso
Kathleen Isbell
Kathleen Miller
Kathleen Murray
Katie Kiaunis

Kelly Mccarthy
Kerry Jannergren

Kirsten Harrison
Kirsten Pricher
Kristianna Case
Kristin Keller

Laura Gilchrist

Laura Szaro Kopinski
Lauren Rathbone
Leonie Luterman
Lesley Fawcett

Liam LS

Lisa Altomari

Lisa Ann Schraffa Santin
Lisa Reilly

Lynne C. Farrell
Maddie Schmidt
Margaret Dunn
Margaret Grimes
Margaret Lucey
Margaret Moore
Margaret Ohrn
Margaret Welch
Margo Casey

Maria Sterk
Marianne Kalmbach
Marianne Naffah
Marie Cote

Marissa Nguyen
Marnie Butler
Martha Miller
Martha Morgan
Martha Shanahan
Mary Anne Clancy
Mary Barlow

Mary Beth Haggerty
Mary Burt

Mary Howard

Mary McDonald
Mary McHugh

Mary Miceli
Maryellen Edgerton
Matt Smith

Matthew Cockreham
Meara Zaheer

Meg Grant

Meg Mitchell Moore
Melissa Juchniewicz
Michael Laine
Michaela Vine
Michelle Brock
Michelle Gray
Michelle Stephenson
Michelle Techler
Midge Goldberg
Mikaela Harkovich
Mike & Lisa Cameron
Nana Kennedy
Nancy Feehrer

Pamela Demasse
Pamela Williams
Patricia Collins
Patricia Durgin
Patricia Layman
Paul Caruso

Paul Karamourtopoulos
Paula Breger
Paulette Turco

Peter Bryant

Pia Catton

Priscilla B. Bellairs
Priscilla Turner Spada
R. Cogan

Rebecca Wish Esche
Renée Toth

Robert Brodsky-Treadway
Robert Moore

Robin Johnson
Russell Blanton

Ruth Pack

Sally Milliken

Sally Wiener

Sandra Dow

Sandra Thaxter

Sara Dranetz

Sarah Hall

Sarah Imrie

Sarah Ingerson
Sarah Seabury Ward
Sarah Woodward
Savannah Horton
Seanna Vine
Shannon Mitchell
Shannon Molton
Sheila Grossman
Sherrie Dimare
Stacey Furtado
Stephanie Guyotte
Stephanie Langan
Stuart Scheer

Sue Turner

Susan Gifford

Susan Mills

Tara Felts

Tara Feraco
Thomas Landergan
Toni Treadway

Vicki & Dyke Hendrickson
Wendy Tabor
Westendorf & Associates
Yvonne Chabrier
Zara Raab

*For a complete list of Friends of the
Festival, please visit our website.

Thank you to everyone who made the Newburyport Literary Festival possible.
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The Newburyport Literary Festival is a project of the Newburyport Literary Association, Inc.

PO Box 268 + Newburyport, MA 01950




